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Due to his belief in the spiritual nature of man, Gandhiji
rejects the commonly accepted view that man is entirely the
creature of his milieu. He does not, however, underrate the
influence of the latter: "The majority of people are controlled
by their environment."77 But he holds that man should try to
live by self-direction, i.e., by the exercise of his will, rather than
by mere habit.78

Closely connected with the problem of free will is the pro-
blem of evil. Gandhiji says that he "cannot account for the
existence of evil by any rational method."79   Evil, however, is
real only from the limited human standpoint. For God there
is nothing good, nothing evil.80   But the conception of  rela-
tivity   of good   and   evil  is   not   acceptable   to  him, for its
application to problems of actual life would lead us morally
astray.81   "Good and evil are, for human purposes, from each
other distinct and incompatible, being symbolic of light and
darkness. . . ,"82   "Good was self-existent, evil was not. It was
like a parasite   living on   and   round good.   It would  die  of
itself when the support that good gave was withdrawn."83   "Evil
in itself is sterile. It is self-destructive, it exists and flourishes
through the implication of good that is in it. Science teaches us
that a lever cannot move a body unless it has got a resting point
outside the body against which it is applied. Similarly in order
to overcome evil one must stand wholly outside it, that is, on
the firm solid ground of unadulterated good."84   Thus purity of
means is essential for minimizing evil. But while insisting on
the purity of means he is conscious that "What is good under
certain conditions can become an evil or a sin under a different
set of conditions."85

He is not oblivious of the place of evil in the scheme of pro-
gress. Evolution, he points out, is always experimental, and all
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